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By M B^ 



Smitten fridnds 
Are angels sent on errands fall of love; 
For ns they languish, and for us they die : 
And shall they languish, shitif they die, in vain ? 
Ungrateful,— shall we griere thiei^ hovering shades. 
Which vrait the revolation in our hearts ? 
Shall we disdain their silent, soft address, — 
Their potthumotts advice, and pious prayer? 
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TO^MOMMOW. 



L HERE was, in a certain city, 
a gentleman of an ancient family, 
whose forefathers had once been 
greatly respected, and thought to 
be people of noble descent. They 
had, also, possessed a large and 
fair estate, and had held many 
honours under the King of that 
coimtry, insomuch that nothing 
had been wanting to theur happi- 
ness. Nevertheless^ they had lost 
all their honours, and the greater 
part of their estate, by an act of 
rebellion against the King. His 
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Majesty, however, was one who 
loved mercy; so he spared their 
Uves, and allowed them still to 
hold some parts of their estates : 
though he thought it necessary 
entirely to divest them of the 
many great privUeges with which 
they had been formerly indulged ; 
one of which was, that they had 
had free access at court, to go 
and come as they pleased, and to 
talk with the King face to face : 
but, as I before said, this honour 
was no longer permitted them. 

This gentleman with whom we 
began our history lived in the old 
family mansion, which, indeed, 
was now fallen into so ruinous a 
state, that it had little remains of 
its former beauty : for when it 
was first built, it was exceedingly 
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beautiful, being the work of the 
King himself, and fashioned after 
the likeness of the royal palace. 

The mansion, which was built 
of clay, stood in what had once 
been a garden, but it was now 
a waste, where nothing was to 
be seen but thorns and thistlea, 
brakes and briars. The surround- 
ing country was exposed to vio- 
lent winds and tempests, and to 
pestilential vapours, with which 
the very walls of the house were 
often infected. Moreover, the 
mansion was in a very decayed 
and ruinous state, though the 
master of it was unwilling to 
allow that it was so; and when 
the wind blew off some of the 
roofing, or a storm shook the 
walls, or, as it sometimes h^^pipen- 
A 3 



6 TO-MORROW, 

ed, the foundation was a little 
sapped by a flood, he would have 
it repaired with such materials as 
were at hand: still flattering him- 
self that the house made a most 
feir appearance, while every by- 
stander could plainly see that it 
was hastening rapidly to decay. 

This gentleman continued to 
live upon the bounty of the King, 
holding his estate under him with- 
out ever paying any consideration 
for it, or ever expressing any 
sense of gratitude for such an ob- 
ligation ; but, on the contralry, he 
took every opportunity of tres- 
passing upon His Majesty's gene- 
rosity^ and allowing his servants 
to. do the same, until he had run 
up so large a debt, that, had he 
liimself, and all his possessions, 
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been sold, they would not haye 
made sufficient satisfaction for 
his immense debt. 

This unfortunate gentleman was 
also accused of entertaining a 
number of insolent and head- 
strong servants in his house ; who 
might, indeed, have been called his 
governors, for he was always un- 
der subjection to one or other of 
them. 

These servants were old retain- 
ers of their master's family, and, 
by long indulgence, had gained 
the upper hand, so that they 
managed all things, both in the 
house and about the grounds, in 
their own way: sometimes one 
taking the lead, and sometimes 
another ; and often two or more 
strove together for. mastery. 
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The intestine broils of these 
lawless servants kept the house in 
a continual uproar, which the 
master could quiet in no other 
way than by yielding himself en- 
tirely to the dominion of some one 
of them; and it was generally 
found, that if one could gain the 
master's ear, the rest would not 
only, for a time, submit with 
tolerable quietness, but even con- 
tribute to establish, for a season, 
the authority of the favourite : so 
that, by turns, every one was 
ruler of the house, excepting that 
person only who had a right to 
the government. 

Now the servants of this un- 
fortunate gentleman were of va- 
rious characters and tempers. 
Some of them were bold, and 
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fierce, and iusolent; and others, 
because they knew that they 
bore a despicable character in the 
world, and had a mean and sordid 
appearance, were fawning and 
cringing in their manners: but, 
however diflFerent these people 
might be in outward behaviour, 
yet were they all alike in one re- 
spect ; they were all importunate 
in claiming what they called their 
rights, and would take no denial 
when they were set upon gaining 
a particular object. Besides, they 
had the art of always persuading 
4;heir master that they had his 
good at heart; though, in fact, 
they never consulted the advan- 
tage of his house or estate in any 
respect, nor ever advised him to 
any measure which might render 
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him more agreeable in the eyes of 
the King. . ^ 

Now^ although they had ac- 
quired this mighty influence ovar 
the heart of their master, he was, 
nevertheless, aware that they -were 
unprofitable servants, and that, if 
he continued to yield ^ them, 
thejr would finally bring him to 
destruction. 

His Mends, not unseldom, 
would take occasion to expostu- 
late with him oti the subject; re- 
presenting to him the ruinous 
condition of his estate, and the 
heavy debt which he owed to the 
King, and which was every day 
increasing through the extrava- 
gance, wastefulness^ and disorder 
of his family management. 

Being thus urged by his friends 
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and his own conscience, the poor 
gentl^an used often, when alone^ 
to meditate on some way; of si- 
lencsingand controUmg these evil 
servants; yet never found either 
sufficient' courage or address to 
assert his authority over them : so 
he continued giving way to tliem 
from day to day; though he 
found, to his sorrow, that the 
more he yielded to themy the more 
clamorous and: daring they be- 
came. It is hardly to be believed 
to what a pitch they at last arriv- 
ed: one would have one thing, 
and one would have another, and 
perhaps what one asked veas di- 
rectly in opposition' to the vnshes 
of another; so that nothing could 
equal the poor gentleman's do- 
mestic misery^ excepting Jits blind 
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partiality to these unworthy fa- 
vourites. » 

About this time, one of the 
King's messengers passing thlfhigh 
that country, called at the gentle- 
man's house, and took upon him 
to expostulate with him upon the 
licence and notorious indulgence 
which he allowed to these ser- 
vants. He represented to him 
how greatly the neighbours were 
olBfended and disturbed by their 

riotous conduct ; ^a conduct 

which, he saidj woiild, sooner or 
later, be productive of ruin both 
to his fortune and character. 

Moreover, he told him thai 
there was greslt cause to fear that 
His Majesty had already taken 
ofience at what was passing in 
his houise. Practices so contrary 



TO-MORROW. 13 

to the laws and requisitions of 
this geod King could not fail to 
dbplease him ; and he was assured 
thafihe King would shortly take 
some public notice of his conduct, 
and then it would be well if he 
escaped a severe punishment. 

To this the gentleman replied,' 
that he believed his house was as 
well regulated as the houses of 
any of his acquaintance ; that his 
servants meant no harm to any 
one, and that their harmless giai- 
ety, as he was pleased to call their 
extravagant mirth, did not de- 
serve these harsh censures. He 
admitted that, sometimes, indeed, 
their gaiety might run into a little 
excess; yet,' he conceived, that 
none but the over-seVere wotild 
condemn old' family servants td 

B 



1 



i 



14 TO-MORROW. 

banishment for such trifling of- 
fences. 

The Eang's messenger replied^ 
that he did not advise the bitiisfa-* 
ment of these servants, but their 
subjugation; And he represented 
to the gentleman, that^ virere they 
brought under due discipline^ they 
might be rendered serviceable to 
their master ; whereas, their con- 
duct now threatened his destruc- 
tion. 

The gentleman answered, that 
he had no apprehension of his 
servants entertaimng evil inten- 
tions towards himself; but that» 
if he should ever have reason to 
think this to be the case, he 
could, and would, dismiss them 
instantly. ** At present," said he, 
** they are agreeable aiid useful to 
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me, and my home would be in- 
supportable without them; nay, 
it would be as easy to me to cut 
off a right hand, or pluck out a 
right eye, as to deprive myself of 
the pleasure I receive from their 
attendance on me, and their rea- 
diness to oblige me." 

" You speak," said the King's 
messenger, " of their readiness to 
oblige you : how is it possible 
that you should so far deceive 
yourself in this respect? Can 
you deny that the caprices of 
U .serLte are, a. Le,, al- 
most insupportable, even to your- 
self? Do not they often promise 
you pleasures with which they 
are unable to supply you? Do 
not they often make your house 
tremble to its very foundation, by 
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their riotous and violent beha- 
viour? Do not they often bring 
you to shame in the presencef of 
your neighbours? I repeat to 
you, that they will finally bring 
you to destruction, unless you 
find some means of controlling 
them." 

The King's messenger would 
have continued to expostulate 
with the gentleman for some time 
longer, had not these wicked ser- 
vants, who had been listening, 
with great impatience, to his dis- 
course, suddenly broken in upon 
him, and, in a loud and tumultu- 
ous manner, driven him from 
their master's presence. The old 
mansion trembled to its founda- 
tions with the uproar, so that it 
appeared to be falling: but, after 
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a while, all things within and 
without recovered their former 
state, except only that he who 
should have been the master of 
the family became still less ca- 
pable of its government. 

In this manner did things pro- 
ceed in the house of this poor 
gentleman, every day his aflairs 
becoming worse and worse, when 
news was brought to him that 
the King's steward had received 
orders from His Majesty to call 
in the accounts of all those who 
were indebted to government, to 
insist upon the immediate dis- 
charge of their debts, and to 
bring all persons incapable of dis- 
charging them before the justice 
of the realm, a person who was 
well known to be rigid in his re- 
B 3 
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quisitions, and no respecter of 
persons. 

This intimation of the King's 
will, at first, alarmed the gentle- 
man. He was observed to retire 
into his closet upon the occasion, 
and to lock the door upon his 
servants, who were less turbulent 
than usual for a few days: but, 
being weary of his retirement, 
they began, at last, to seek for 
adipittance. First, they peeped 
through the key-hole of the 
closet-door; then they proceed- 
ed, to utter sundry whisperings, 
which became louder and more 
importunate, till at length, they 
openly and peremptorily demand- 
ed admittance. So the master 
opened his door to his servants, 
and hearkened to their discourse, 
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which was to the following ef- 
fect: That the King loved him 
and his £gimily too well to be very 
rigorous in his demand of that 
old and long standing debt which 
he had, as it were, inherited, at 
least, in a great part, from his 
ancestors, and which His Majesty 
well knew he was quite unable to 
pay ; and that, although the King 
might deem it proper to threaten 
some of his chief debtors with 
punishment, or even death, yet 
he was supposed to be much too 
merciful to execute, with rigour, 
these denunciations in cases where 
the poor debtors were really in- 
capable of paying their debts. 
They also asserted that there were 
many persons who owed the King 
more than their master did, and 
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suggested to his mind this en- 
quiry: that if he was condemned, 
what ■would become. of these stilt 
more unfortunate persons? 

So they quieted tl^eir master's 
mind on the score of his debts ; 
and with regard to his retaining 
themselves in his service, they 
pleaded, that they had lived with 
him from his infancy; nay, that 
even His Majesty himself had 
placed them in their master's 
house to folfil certain offices as 
useful domestics : " How then," 
said they, " has he a right to be 
displeased at our continuance in 
it? or to be siupiised that servants 
who have been broi^ht up as com- 
panions to their master, should 
not occasionally request, and 
sometimes obtain, a little more 



TO-MORROW. 21 

indulgence than could, with pro- 
priety, be extended to mere 
slaves?" So they succeeded in 
talking their master over on this 
point as well as the former; and 
having set his mind at ease, they 
brought him out of his closet: 
and things returned into the same 
course in the family as they had 
been in before the issuing of the 
late order from court. 

But, before I proceed with my 
story, it will be necessary to ex- 
plain one assertion made by these 
servants in their late discourse 
with their master, — that they had 
been placed in their present situ- 
ation by the King himself. It 
was, indeed, true that when the 
King had permitted the gentle- 
man to hold his house and estate, 
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he had allotted to him these ser* 
vants ; but, at the same time, had 
strictly charged him to rule them 
by the laws enacted throughout 
His Majesty's dominions: fore* 
warning him, that, should any 
one or more of them be suffered 
to gain that dominion over him 
which, from their restless nature, 
they would never cease to at- 
tempt, they would surely use it 
to his ruin; and that, therefore, 
if necessary, they must be ruled 
with an iron rod. But these 
commands of His Majesty had 
been so totally disregarded and 
forgotten by the* gentleman, that 
his servants, as has been before 
related, had gained the entire 
government of theur master, and 
exercised an insolent and arbi- 
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trary power in his house, and 
over his whole estate. 

Now, while this unfortunate 
gentleman remained still in this 
state of false peace, though daily 
in danger of being called into the 
presence of the King's steward, 
to give an account of his debts, 
the King's son caused proclama- 
tion to be made throughout the 
royal domains, that he would take 
upon himself, at his own private 
cost and loss, to discharge the 
debts of all such persons as would 
repair to court, and humbly ac- 
knowledge themselves insolvent, 
and utterly unable to discharge 
any part of their obligation to the 
King, and who would be willing 
thankfully to accept his offer of 
nudcing their peace with his father. 
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Now this son of the King was 
the only-beloved of his father, and 
his equal in power and authority ; 
a prince all glorious and beau- 
tiful, and without fault in the 
eyes of his father: yet of easy 
access to such as came to him in 
humility; the friend of the poor 
man, shewing mercy unto thou- 
sands of such as put their trust in 
him. 

Upon the issuing of this merci- 
ful proclamation, many persons 
who were overwhelmed with the 
greatness and number of their 
debts, and absolutely wanting 
power to pay them, repaired to 
jl court, where they declared them- 

selves to be insolvent, and thank- 
fully and humbly applied for the 
offered mercy of the King's son ; 
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and it was reported that they re- 
ceived a full release from their 
debts, and that other favours were 
also largely heaped upon them, 
over and above what had been 
promised. 

About this time, the King's 
messenger of peace paid a second 
visit to the gentleman, and he 
brought with him a sealed scroll, 
in which were many kind words 
of invitation from the Prince 
himself, with assurances that his 
promise should be fulfilled to all 
who would humbly accept the 
offered mercy as a free gift. 
Moreover, in this scroll was con- 
tained an account of an exceed- 
ingly beautiful country, in a very 
far distant part of the King's do- 
minions where were prepared cer- 
c 
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tain lovely habitations for those 
who loved the Prince, and who, 
being willing to be obliged by 
him, and desiring to have their 
debt paid by him, should conform 
their lives to his will: for the 
Prince insisted upon a reforma- 
tion of the lives and households 
of his people, as the only token 
which it was in their power to 
give of their love and loyalty. 

So the King's messenger deli- 
vered the scroll to the gentleman, 
and enforced the royal message 
by every argument he could use, 
which he thought might induce 
the poor gentleman to profit by 
the^ offered mercy. He spoke 
lai^ely of the merits of the King's 
son; of his exceeding love to 
poor debtors ; of the sacrifices he 
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bad made for their sakes; (of 
these sacrifices he gave the gen- 
tleman a full and large account;) 
and spoke, also, of the King's 
delight in his son, apd how those 
were received at. court who came 
in the Prince's name. Neither 
did he forget to mention the 
country prepared, by royal favour, 
for those whose debts had been 
defirayed by the King's son : that 
it was a country exceedingly glo-^ 
rious, and beautiful beyond de- 
scription — a land of brooks of 
water f of fownJtains^ and depths 
thai spring out of valleys and 
hills; a land of wheats and barley ^ 
and vines ^ and fig-trees j and pome- 
granates; a land of oil-olive^ and 
honey; a land where the inhabit- 
ants eat bread without scarceness^ 
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and where no one good tbiog is 
wanting. (Deut. viii. 7 — 9.) 

The King's messenger then pro- 
ceeded ' to compare ■ this - land,' 
which ■ is very far ' off, with the 
present habitation of the gentle- 
man, — a decayed mansion, whose 
clay walls were' fast mouldering 
away, standing in a wilderness 
which brought forth nothing but 
thorns and thistles, briars and 
brambles, and inhabited ■ by :■ U^ 
cehtious servants, who were con- 
tinually breeding disturbance and 
cohfiisida:' he stated to him, that 
even this - wretched . habitation 
would not . be long granted to 
him; that he was hourly liable to 
be called before the King's stew- 
ard, to '^ve an account of his 
debt; and that if he had not the 
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means of payment, or had not 
taken care to provide himself with 
a surety, he would certainly be 
cast into a dreadful prison, from 
which no person was ever set 
free, — a strong holdj built by the 
King himself, from whence the 
light of day is for ever excluded, 
where the voice of joy and glad- 
ness is never heard, nor the sound 
of harp or viol, but where miser- 
able debtors are confined in ever- 
lasting night. 

The gentleman seemed to be 
much alarmed when he heard of 
this dreadful prison, and he said 
to the King's messenger, " What 
must I do to be saved ?" 

"You must apply," answered 
the messenger of peace, ** to the 
King's son, in the way he has ap- 
c 3 
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pointed ; you must humbly ac- 
knowledge to him the heaviness 
of your debt, and your utter in- 
capacity of discharging it, and 
you will then receive a full release 
from all your debts: and, more- 
over, assistance will be given you, 
by the King's son himself, from 
court, to enable you to regulate 
your household, and to bring your 
unruly servants into due subjec- 
tion/' 

When the gentleman heard that 
it was necessary that the abuses 
of his household should be re- 
formed, he looked sorrowful, and 
told the King's messenger that he 
would consider of the royal mes- 
sage at another time. Moreover, 
he begged the messenger of peace 
to depart, saying, that he might 
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call again, but that the present 
time was not a convenient one for 
talking upon this subject. 

Now the messenger was not 
willing to depart till he had pre- 
vailed with this unfortunate gen- 
tleman to accept the offer he had 
brought, but ihe servants broke 
in again, and excited such a tu- 
mult, that his voice could no 
longer be heard ; so he took his 
leave with a dejected counte- 
nance. 

Now, after his departure, the 
poor gentleman was very uneasy. 
Sometimes he thought that he 
woilld accept the offers of the 
Prince, and seek assistance from 
court for the regulating of his 
family: and then agam he in- 
Vented some excuise for delay ; 
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for his servants used every means 
in their power to retain their in- 
fluence over him • Sometimes tl^iey 
pr^ared for him rich banquets, 
and mtoxicating liquors; some- 
times they led him into various 
sports and pastimes, to banish 
thought; and sometimes they lull- 
ed him by sleepy potions. 

I' Once or tveice, he was dread- 

fully alarmed by being told that 

j several of his neighbours, who 

had despised, or neglected, the 
act of grace, had been seized and 
conveyed to the Black Tower, 
where the King's prisoners are 
confined; and his mind was so 
harassed, that he cmild not enjoy 
the pleasures which bis servants 
officiously prepared for him. He 
formed several schemes of reform- 
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atibn ; and more than once went 
to bed with this' resolution, — that 
he would, on the morrow, repair 
to >' court, and solicit the King's 
pardon, acknowledging his good- 
ness, and -putting himself and all 
his concerns, into his hands, to be 
regulated according to his will. 
But when ^ he informed his ser- 
vants of his intentions on the 
morrow, and bade them prepare 
to attend him to court, they arose 
in open rebellion ; and they asked 
their master, how he could submit 
to' acknowledge the ruined condi- 
tion of ; his estate; and his entire 
and absolute insolvency, before 
thie whole world ? and so they pre- 
vailed with him to his ruin. More- 
over, wheii the King's messenger 
of peace called again, which he did 
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not fail to do, and that more than 
ODce, be allowed his servants to 
drive him from his door. 

Thus tiie affairs of this un- 
happy gentleman became every 
day more desperate; and, alas I 
the morrow, when he was to pre- 
sent himself at court, to solicit 
the mercy of the King's son, 
never came. 

At length, the messenger of 
peace paid his last visit, and waa 
denied admittance; and, soon af- 
terwards, the King's messenger of 
vengeance, the keeper of the 
Black Tower, seized this miser- 
able man at a banquet of wine, 
and hurried him away into the 
regions of darkness, where his 
servants, those wicked and evil 
companions, whon^ he had never 
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restrained, became his never-ceas- 
ing tormentors. 

And now, my little children, 
tell me who is the King? and 
who is the King's son ? who is the 
gentleman who lived in a man- 
sion of clay? and what are those 
evil servants which brought him 
to ruin? And put not off the day 
of repentance, but exhort one an- 
other dtttilyy while it is called To- 
day; lest any of you he hardened 
through the deceitfulness of sin. 
(Heb. iii. 13.) 

FINIS. 
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